
Cercaria Dermatitis =Swimmers Itch=السباحين حكة

 1 / 2
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    Cercaria Dermatitis =Swimmers Itch    Cercarial dermatitis is caused by the cercariae of certain species of schistosomes whosenormal hosts are birds and mammals other than humans.  These cercariae seem to have achemotrophic reaction to secretions from the skin and are not as host-specific as other types ofschistosomes.  They attempt to, and, sometimes may actually, enter human skin.  Thepenetration causes a dermatitis which is usually accompanied with intense itching, but thecercariae do not mature into adults in the human body.  Cases of cercarial dermatitis can occurin both fresh and brackish water environments.  One species of schistosome often implicated incases of cercarial dermatitis is Austrobilharzia variglandis, whose normal hosts are ducks.  Thesnail, Nassarius obsoletus, is theintermediate host for this species and can be found at marine beaches in temperate climates. Cercarial dermatitis should not be confused with seabather's eruption, which is caused by thelarval stage of cnidarians (e.g., jellyfish).  The areas of skin affected by seabather's eruption isgenerally under the garments worn by bathers and swimmers where the organisms are trappedafter the person leaves the water.  Cercarial dermatitis occurs on the exposed skin outside ofclose-fitting garments    
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